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most satisfying picture of just such a society; the
Court of Versailles set the standard for Europe
and encouraged the spread of beauty in all its
several forms.

Far from being content with an existence
regulated by the laws of necessity, everyone
sought to widen his horizon. It is very pleasant,
surrounded by every comfort to spend one's time
tastefully arranging one's trinkets, or admiring
collections patiently brought together, and wel-
coming the society of a few well-chosen friends.
And the most cherished dream of men of those
days "was to withdraw from the eyes of the world,
and, flinging aside the mask imposed by official
duties, to follow -where their whims and fancy led
them. They had scarcely a free moment but they
left Paris for rural surroundings. There among
fields and woods and streams they talked to the
peasants, interested themselves in botany, and in
contemplation of the splendours of nature meditated
before this idyllic scenery. A wide gulf separated
them from the French of the Great Century; new
and intoxicating sensations came to light and
enriched the realm of their activity.

Louis XV shared in this moral evolution; it
was the answer to his aspirations and to the needs
of an anxious soul that was eager for change. If at
Versailles he knew how to obey the countless
demands of a meticulous etiquette and evaded none
of his charges, outside the palace he found a tempt-
ing liberty. In 1739 he bought the mansion at
Choisy; and he went there frequently and was